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Much has been written about the “true church” or the “inisible church.” Certainly there is such a 
concept in the Bible, in that all believers belong to Christ and are one in Him.  But the primary 
NT emphasis is on the local church, and the local church is just as much the “true church” as the 
“mystical body of Christ” that we hear so much about.  In the NT, Christians were expected to 
unite with local assemblies and go to work for God.  In these verses, Paul shows the importance 
of the local church by describing it under several images:

A.  e house of God

at is, the family or household of God on earth. All believers are children of God, and the 
church is His family. (See Gal. 6:10 and Eph. 2:19). Paul wrote this letter to teach people how to 
behave as members of God’s family. If the church is God’s family, then certainly it is more 
important than any other organization on earth.

B.  e pillar and ground of truth

is is architectural language.  e church is what holds up God’s truth in this world.  e word 
“ground” means “bulwark” or “foundation”; one translator renders it “basement”.  As the local 
church is faithful to preserve, preach, and practice the truth, God’s work prospers on earth.  e 
unfaithful Christian is weakening the very foundation of God’s truth in the world.

C.  e body of Christ

Verse 16 is perhaps an early Christian hymn, memorized by the saints for their worship services. 
e mystery of godliness is God’s hidden program to bring godliness into the world.  Of course, 
Christ is God’s great Mystery, and this song exalts Him: His birth; His death and resurrection; 
His earthly ministry. is is a summary of the Person and work of Christ, and the idea is that the 
local church now continues the work which He began. e church on earth is the body of 
Christ on earth (see 1 Cor. 12:12), where Paul is speaking of a local church, not the church 
universal.

e church is important to God and should be important to us.

 


